[SEPT. the brain, in common with the whole organism, lias been reduced. On the contrary, "sthenic insanity" expresses the nature The progress of the disease was so rapid that she died the same day.
On post-mortem examination, it was found that the patient had been labouring under most extensive atheromatous disease of the arterial system, the abdominal aorta and some of the principal arterial trunks directly arising from it being almost transformed into calcareous tubes; and that the immediate cause of her death was the lodgement of a clot in the left common iliac artery, which extended up the interior of that artery to the point of bifurcation of the aorta.
This had proved sufficient to cause gangrene, as already described, of the lower extremities,?a part where nutrition was already very indifferently performed by means of vessels, the calibre of which was in many places almost occluded by atheromatous deposit.
This person, then, had for some time, some years past, been affected with this diseased state of the arterial system, which, by its mechanical effect alone, must have greatly impaired her general nutrition.
She gradually, as the disease progressed, and in due ratio her constitutional vigour diminished, lost her mental powers.
She first lost her mental control, became nervous, apprehensive; her memory failed; she gave way to fits of excitement; she lost her powers of rightly adjudicating, and entertained delusions; finally, even her habitual instincts failed her, and in her deep dementia she became oblivious of her natural wants.
In all cases belonging to this second variety (II.), mental disorder is connected with an irremediable constitutional depravity of more or less gravity. In certain cases, the nervous system is principally at fault. or a special depravity of some one of its parts ; but if the mental disorder be of any continuance, the asthenia which produces it certainly involves the whole organism. If the constitution be capable of entirely recovering its original measure of strength, then also the patient will manifest his original mental power; but if the constitution has suffered impairment of this power of recovery, the mental powers will remain in a corresponding state of incompetence.
